
•	 Have	you	ever	been	lost	or	trapped?	What	happened	and	how	
did	you	get	out	of	the	situation?

•	 What	is	one	of	the	most	difficult	challenges	you	had	to	
overcome	this	week?	

•	 What	has	been	your	greatest	challenge	as	a	student,	single	
professional,	or	married	person?
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CONNeCT

NOTes

prayer
•	 Thank	God	for	His	promise	of	deliverance.	Pray	for	God’s	
peace	amidst	difficult	circumstances.	

•	 Pray	that	you	would	grow	in	your	trust	and	satisfaction	in	
God.	Pray	for	a	grateful	heart	and	that	you	would	learn	to	
depend	on	Him	more	for	every	situation.

•	 Pray	for	people	you	know	who	are	currently	experiencing	
difficulties.	Pray	for	opportunities	to	be	a	channel	of	
blessing	and	encouragement	to	them.	

sO wHaT
•	 Read	Romans	8:28.	How	can	this	verse	encourage	us	
	 during	times	of	adversity?	
•	 What	did	Jesus	promise	in	John	16:33?	In	what	ways	
	 does	this	promise	change	your	perspective?		
•	 What	should	be	our	attitude	when	faced	with	troubles	
	 and	challenges	(Romans	12:12)?

NOw wHaT
•	 Do	you	consistently	read	God’s	Word	for	guidance	in	every	
situation?	Why	is	it	important	to	read	His	Word?	What	do	

	 you	need	guidance	for	this	week?
•	 Are	you	currently	in	a	difficult	situation?	How	have	you	
responded	and	how	can	you	rely	on	God’s	strength	and	
guidance	for	this	situation?		

•	 How	has	God	delivered	you	from	difficult	times	in	the	past?	
Write	or	share	your	testimony.	How	can	you	encourage	
someone	who	is	experiencing	adversity?	

Despite adversities



9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child  
was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. MATTHeW	2:9-12

God guides those who seek Him.
. . . they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. MATTHeW	2:9

In	the	same	way	that	God	gave	the	Magi	a	star	to	follow,	God	has	
also	given	us	a	guide—the	Bible.	As	we	walk	with	God	and	seek	
Him	in	every	situation,	we	must	continue	to	look	to	His	Word	for	
guidance	and	understanding.	Just	as	the	star	led	the	Magi	to	Jesus,	
God’s	Word	leads	us	to	God’s	will,	purpose,	and	most	importantly,	
to	Himself.	In	what	ways	have	you	experienced	God’s	guidance?		

1

wHaT
In	the	story	of	the	first	Christmas,	a	group	of	wise	men	called	Magi	
traveled	from	the	far	east	to	worship	Jesus.	Along	the	way,	they	were	
met	by	Herod,	a	power-hungry	king	who	tried	to	earn	their	trust	so	he	
could	carry	out	his	plan	to	kill	Jesus.	Despite	this	adversity,	through	
God’s	provision,	guidance,	and	deliverance,	it	was	God’s	purpose	that	
prevailed.	In	this	lesson,	we	will	learn	three	truths	that	we	can	hold	onto	
during	times	of	adversity.

wOrD 2

3

God delivers those who trust Him.  
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. MATTHeW	2:12

God	preempted	Herod’s	evil	plan	by	warning	the	Magi	through	a	
dream.	God	had	planned	deliverance	even	before	adversity	came.	
God	takes	the	initiative	to	deliver	us.	He	is	faithful	and	will	come	
through	for	us	no	matter	how	complicated	the	situation	may	be.	
Knowing	that	God	delivers	us,	how	should	we	respond	to	adversity?	

 

  

  

God strengthens those who suffer.  
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed.  MATTHeW	2:9,10	(ReAD	Also	2	CoRInTHIAns	12:9;	JAMes	1:3,4.)

In	the	face	of	adversity	and	persecution,	the	Magi	had	to	rely	on	
God’s	guidance	and	provision.	God	allows	certain	circumstances	
in	our	lives	not	to	destroy	us,	but	to	make	us	more	dependent	on	
God’s	strength	rather	than	our	own.	What	does	it	mean	to	be	
dependent	on	God’s	strength?

 

 

 


